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Assisting the driver f
Most road accidents happen when the driver’s mind is

not on his driving. There are two main reasons for this,

Either the driver is not fit for driving. He is drunk,

drugged, on medicine, ill, tired, dement, mentally

disturbed, etc. Or, if he is perfectly well and alert, he

doesn't concentrate on his driving but on other things.

- e






[image: image2.jpg]type in just a few days.
We know there is no time

to lose once the design is
finished and you need a
prototype. We can produce
accurate and hard-wearing
plastic prototypes or solid
steel, tool inserts in a day or
so using the latest free-form
technology. It cuts your lead
times and saves you
from hutterflies in
your stomach.

Next time, call us
before the fire
catches hold!

Caran is one of Scandinavia’s most comprehensive design and product development
partners, with a focus on the automotive and aerospace industries. We are a team of slightly
more than 1,000 designers and engineers. Our Total Design Center, located in Gothenburg,
Sweden, offers our customers a complete facilty for competitive industrial design and
product development, from engineering and modeling to design studios and prototype
workshops. Caran is a WM-data brand.
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Assisting the driver

Most road accidents happen when the driver’s mind is
not on his driving. There are two main reasons for this.
Either the driver is not fit for driving. He is drunk,
drugged, on medicine, ill, tired, dement, mentally
disturbed, etc. Or, if he is perfectly well and alert, he
doesn’t concentrate on his driving but on other things.

he obvious way to make the
roads safer is therefore to iden-
tify and stop those who are not
fit to drive, and to make those
who are fit concentrate on their dri-
ving and nothing else. Fi drivers who
keep their hands 10-to-2 or 9-to-3 on

the steering wheel, their eyes on the |

road and their mind on their driving
very rarely have any accidents.

However, it is very difficult to de-
tect and do something about drivers
not engaged in their driving. Road
safety authorities and the police can
only control and punish unwanted be-
haviour, mainly the speed. This brings
cash to public budgets and makes
people believe it will actually solve the
problem.

It doesn’t. It merely makes traffic

less efficient and fluent and possibly
causes more accidents, because peo-
ple believe legal driving is safe driving
and take their minds off their driving.
Telematic driver control
Telematics offer ways to watch and
control the awareness of a driver. Sev-
eral companies work with detectors
following the driver’s eyes, registering
alcohol or vital physical functions, etc.

Among those are:

D Renault works on a system that
will warn drivers falling asleep.

® The Swedish supplier firm Smart-
eye works on a system that fol-
lowes the driver’s vision.

@ Another Swedish supplier, Active
Attention, works on a system cou-
pling car control to the human
mind and sensorial functions and
surveying these functions.
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® At the telematics conference in
Gothenburg on June 26-27, the
American innovator Mouhamad
R. Naboulsi showed his electroni-
cally controlled system that makes
the car move only if its driver
keeps his hands properly on the
wheel and his eyes on the road.
The system can be adjusted to in-
dividual drivers and moved be-
tween cars.
He can be contacted on +1-313-

506 2314, E-mail: manaboulsi@act-

place.net, wwiw.actplace.net. L)

Eyes on the road ahead
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